


WHAT IS THE GEORGIA 
MILESTONES ASSESSMENT?
• THE GEORGIA MILESTONES ASSESSMENT IS FOR STUDENTS IN 

GRADES 3 THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL. IT MEASURES HOW WELL 
STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOR THE 
STATE STANDARDS IN ELA, MATH, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES. 

• 3RD AND 4TH GRADERS WILL TAKE ELA AND MATH ONLY.

• 5TH GRADERS WILL TAKE ELA, MATH, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES.



WHAT TYPES OF QUESTIONS 
ARE ON THE TEST?

• OPEN-ENDED (CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE) ITEMS IN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATICS (ALL GRADES AND COURSES);

• A WRITING COMPONENT (IN RESPONSE TO PASSAGES READ BY 
STUDENTS) AT EVERY GRADE LEVEL AND COURSE WITHIN THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ASSESSMENT;

• NORM-REFERENCED ITEMS IN ALL CONTENT AREAS AND COURSES, TO 
COMPLEMENT THE CRITERION-REFERENCED INFORMATION AND TO 
PROVIDE A NATIONAL COMPARISON



GENERAL TEST PARAMETERS
•ELA - 3 sections, 1 of which will focus mainly 
on writing
•Mathematics, Science and Social Studies will 

consist of 2 sections
•Each section will be approximately 70 

minutes.



WRITING AT EVERY 
GRADE LEVEL

• WRITING SECTION: STUDENTS READ A PAIR OF PASSAGES & 
COMPLETE “WARM-UP” ITEMS 

• 3 SELECTED-RESPONSE ITEMS ASKING ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FEATURES OF EACH PASSAGE & COMPARING/CONTRASTING BETWEEN 
THE TWO PASSAGES 

• 1 CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ITEM – TO LINK THE 2 PASSAGES 
• 1 WRITING PROMPT - STUDENTS MUST CITE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 

THEIR CONCLUSIONS, CLAIMS, ETC.



















WHAT DO THE ACHIEVEMENT 
LEVELS MEAN?

BEGINNING LEARNERS: THESE STUDENTS DO NOT DEMONSTRATE GRADE LEVEL 
PROFICIENCY AT THEIR GRADE LEVEL. (THEY NEED SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT.)

DEVELOPING LEARNERS: THESE STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE PARTIAL 
PROFICIENCY AT THEIR GRADE LEVEL. (THEY NEED ADDITIONAL SUPPORT.)

PROFICIENT LEARNERS: THESE STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY AT 
THEIR GRADE LEVEL. (THEY ARE PREPARED FOR THE NEXT GRADE LEVEL.)

DISTINGUISHED LEARNERS: THESE STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE ADVANCED 
PROFICIENCY AT THEIR GRADE LEVEL. (THESE STUDENTS ARE WELL 
PREPARED FOR THE NEXT GRADE LEVEL.)



WILL THESE SCORES DETERMINE IF MY 
CHILD IS PROMOTED?

• STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT STUDENTS IN GRADE 3 EARN AN AT/ABOVE 
GRADE LEVEL DESIGNATION IN READING TO BE PROMOTED TO 4TH GRADE.

• STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT STUDENTS IN GRADE 5 EARN AN AT/ABOVE 
GRADE LEVEL DESIGNATION IN READING AS WELL AS SCORE 
DEVELOPING LEARNER OR ABOVE IN MATH TO BE PROMOTED TO 6TH

GRADE.

• STUDENTS WHO DO NOT REACH THE REQUIRED DESIGNATIONS WILL HAVE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO RETEST.



IMPORTANT TERMS TO KNOW
• EOG – END OF GRADE TEST (HIGH SCHOOL COURSES WILL BE CALLED EOC WHICH MEANS END OF 

COURSE TEST)

• CRITERION REFERENCED – MEANS THAT IT IS TESTING TO MEASURE IF STUDENTS MASTERED A 

SET CRITERIA (OUR STATE STANDARDS) FOR THAT PARTICULAR GRADE AND SUBJECT

• NORM REFERENCED – QUESTIONS THAT ARE STANDARD FOR ALL TESTS ACROSS THE NATION FOR A 

PARTICULAR GRADE LEVEL.  THESE QUESTIONS ALLOW THE TEST TO COMPARE HOW A CHILD DID 

IN RELATION TO THE REST OF THE STUDENTS AT THAT GRADE LEVEL ACROSS THE NATION

• THE GA MILESTONES MOSTLY MEASURES “CRITERIA” (CRITERION REFERENCED) BUT ALSO ADDS 

IN QUESTIONS THAT ARE ABLE TO COMPARE STUDENTS (NORM REFERENCED)



WHAT DOES THE NATIONAL PERCENTILE RANGE 
ON MY CHILD’S REPORT MEAN?

This provides 
a score that 
compares
your child’s 
performance 
to a national 
sample of his 
or her peers 
(Norm 
Referenced).



WHAT DOES MY CHILD’S 
LEXILE MEASURE MEAN?

• THE LEXILE MEASURE INDICATES A CHILD’S READING ABILITY ON THE LEXILE SCALE.

• THE LEXILE FRAMEWORK FOR READING IS A  SCIENTIFIC APPROACH THAT PLACES 

BOTH THE READER AND TEXT ON THE SAME DEVELOPMENTAL SCALE, MAKING IT EASY 

TO CONNECT YOUR CHILD WITH BOOKS TARGETED TO THEIR READING ABILITY.

• LEXILE MEASURES HELP ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS ON THE PATH TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

MANY BOOKS HAVE A LEXILE MEASURE TO HELP YOU FIND APPROPRIATE BOOKS FOR 

YOUR CHILD TO READ. 



There are two Lexile measures: the Lexile reader measure 
and the Lexile text measure.  They need to match.



HOW CAN I LEXILE A BOOK TO SEE 
IF IT IS RIGHT FOR MY CHILD?

•YOU CAN LOOK UP THE BOOK ON LEXILE.COM

•YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE APP “BOOK WIZARD” TO SCAN 
THE BAR CODE OF THE BOOK – IT WORKS MANY TIMES BUT 
NOT ALL 



WHAT DOES MY CHILD’S 
QUANTILE LEVEL MEAN?

• THE QUANTILE MEASURE INDICATES A STUDENT’S OVERALL MATHEMATICS ABILITY.  

IT IS ALSO APPLIED TO TASK DIFFICULTY OF THE MATH SKILLS AND CONCEPTS.

• THE BIG IDEA: THE QUANTILE MEASURE FORECASTS THE STUDENTS’ READINESS TO 

BE SUCCESSFUL WITH THE SKILL AFTER INTRODUCTORY INSTRUCTION. (APPROX. 30 

MIN.)

• REFERS TO A CHILD’S MATHMATICAL UNDERSTANDING, NOT JUST THEIR ABILITY TO 

ANSWER A PROBLEM CORRECTLY.



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT 
THEIR CHILDREN IN LITERACY?
•WEBSITES AND APPS

• GAMES

• EVERYDAY 
ACTIVITIES

• READ, READ, READ

• I-READY READING



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT 
THEIR CHILDREN IN MATH?

• FAMILY GAME NIGHT

• MATH IN THEIR WORLD, EX. BUYING FAST 
FOOD, SHARING PACKAGED ITEMS, 
DETERMINING TAX ON A PURCHASE, ETC.

• THINK OUT LOUD AS YOU SOLVE EVERYDAY 
MATH PROBLEMS, EX. AT THE GROCERY 
STORE, PREPARING SUPPER, ETC.

• ENCOURAGE – MAKE TIME FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO SPEND TIME ON I-READY MATH 
ON THE COMPUTER OR TABLET 



WHERE CAN I FIND MORE 
INFORMATION OR PRACTICE?

•TODAY’S HANDOUTS

•TEACHER’S REVIEW 
GUIDES
•TEACHER’S WEBPAGES

•GEORGIA DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION’S 
WEBSITE 



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 



PLEASE TAKE A QUICK 
SURVEY……..

We need
and care

about 
your 

input!!


